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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 08/15/2008 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-31, 103-107 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination ("RCE") under 37 C.F.R. §1 .114, including 
the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. §1 .114, and 
the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .114. Applicant's submission 
filed on August 15, 2008 has been entered. 

Acknowledgements 

2. This communication is in response to the RCE noted above and further in 
response to the telephone and e-mail communications with Applicants representative, 
Jason Gardner, made on October 23, 2008 ("October Communication"). 

3. Claims 1-31,1 03-1 07 are pending. 

4. Claims 53-102 are canceled in an Examiner's amendment below. 

5. Claims 1 , 6, 27 and 29 have been amended by the Examiner as shown below. 

6. Claims 1-31, 103-107 have been examined. 

Examiner's Amendment 

4. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions by unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
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by 37 C.F.R. §1 .312. To ensure consideration of such amendment, it must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

5. Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in the October 
communication noted above. 

6. The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claims 53-1 02. Amend the following claims as shown: 

1. A computer-implemented method for providing information exchanges 
between at least two members, said at least two members contributing member 
input information to an exchange repository, comprising: 

receiving an input data file from a contributing member, wherein the input data 
file is received via [[a]] an electronic communications link, said input data file 
comprising input content, said input content comprising a plurality of contributed 
data elements contributed by the contributing member the plurality of contributed 
data elements comprising information related to a small business entity and at least 
one individual associated with the small business entity; 

storing content ro l atod to the input content in the exchange repository , the 
exchange repository comprising stored data elements previously received by the 
exchange repository : 

associating the input data file with a business entity identifier, said business 
entity identifier associating information relating to the small business entity and the 
at least one individual associated with the small business entity; 

creating a member profile for the contributing member, said member profile 
comprising a statistics file, wh i ch i nc l ud e s at le ast the statistics file comprising: 
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statistics rogard i ng based on a content type and number of the plurality 
of contributed data elements: and 

statistics based on inquires previously received from the contributing 
member and responses previously provided to the contributing member: 

determining a score for the statistics file by comparing the statistics based on 
the content type and number of the plurality of contributed data elements and the 
statistics based on inquiries previously received from the contributing member and 
responses previously provided to the contributing member to a threshold; afi4 

determining the contributing member's access to the exchange repository to 
receive a content type and number of the stored data elements in the exchange 
repository based, at least in part, on the score : and 

providing at least one of the stored data elements to the contributing member 
based on the determined contributing member's access . 

6. The computer-implemented method of Claim 1, wherein determining the 
score for the statistics file by comparing the statistics based on the content type and 
number of the plurality of contributed data elements and the statistics based on 
inguiries previously received from the contributing member and responses 
previously provided to the contributing member to a threshold comprises comparing 
the stat i st i ca l f il o statistics based on the content type and number of the plurality of 
data elements to the member profile to determine consistency of the type and 
number of contributed data elements. 
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27. A computer-implemented method for providing information exchanges 
between at least two members, said at least two members contributing member 
input information to an exchange repository, comprising: 

receiving an input data file from a contributing member, wherein the 
input data file is received via [[a]] an electronic communications link, said input data 
file comprising input content, said input content comprising a plurality of contributed 
data elements contributed by the contributing member, the plurality of contributed 
data elements comprising information related to a small business entity and at least 
one individual associated with the small business entity; 

storing cont e nt r el at e d to the input content in the exchange repository^ 
the exchange repository comprising stored data elements previously received by the 
exchange repository : 

associating the input data file with a business entity identifier, said 
business entity identifier associating information relating to the small business entity 
and the at least one individual associated with the business entity; 

generating a statistical file based on the input content, said statistical 
file i nc l ud i ng at l oast comprising: 

statistics regard i ng based on a content type and number of the 
plurality of contributed data elements; and 

statistics based on inquires previously received from the 
contributing member and responses previously provided to the contributing member; 

determining a score for the statistics by comparing the statistics based 
on the content type and number of the plurality of contributed data elements and the 
statistics based on inguiries previously received from the contributing member and 
responses previously provided to the contributing member to a threshold; and- 

determining the contributing member's access to the exchange 
repository to receive a content type and number of the stored data elements in the 
exchange repository based, at least in part, on the score ; and 
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providing at least one of the stored data elements to the contributing 
member based on the determined contributing member's access . 

29. The computer-implemented method of Claim 27, wherein determining the 
score for the statistics by comparing the statistics based on the content type and 
number of the plurality of contributed data elements and the statistics based on 
inguiries previously received from the contributing member and responses 
previously provided to the contributing member to the threshold comprises 
comparing the stat i st i ca l f il o statistics based on the content type and number of the 
plurality of data elements to a member profile to determine consistency of the type 
and number of contributed data elements. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1- 31, 103-107 are allowed. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. 

9. The closest prior art of record are: 

a. Messina (U.S. Patent No. 7,162,508 B2 B2) which is a continuation of 
application No. PCT/US00/25886 published on March 29, 2001. 

b. Ng(U.S. Patent No. 6,405, 175 B1). 

c. Mizrahi et al (U.S. Patent No. 7, 092, 821 B2) ("Mizrahi") 
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1 0. None of the art of record, taken individually or combination disclose at least the 
steps/components of: determining a score for the statistics file by comparing the 
statistics based on the content type and number of the plurality of contributed data 
elements and the statistics based on inquiries previously received from the 
contributing member and responses previously provided to the contributing member 
to a threshold; and determining the contributing member's access to the exchange 
repository to receive a content type and number of the stored data elements in the 
exchange repository based, at least in part, on the score and determining a score for 
the statistics file by comparing the statistics based on the content type and number 
of the plurality of contributed data elements and the statistics based on inquiries 
previously received from the contributing member and responses previously 
provided to the contributing member to a threshold; and determining the contributing 
member's access to the exchange repository to receive a content type and number 
of the stored data elements in the exchange repository based, at least in part, on the 
score. 

1 1 . The Ng prior art: discloses a web site on the world-wide-web allows consumers 
to search a product/price database. The database contains product and price 
information for a wide variety of products from many different suppliers such as online 
and offline stores. Information in the database is collected and corrected by submitting 
consumers who are rewarded for product submissions. Ng further discloses Consumer- 
users are rewarded for entering and correcting product information. The value of these 
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rewards (the points given to them) is based on the importance and relevance of the 
information supplied. Some data may be given more points than others, such as one 
point for product name and price, but a quarter-point for shipping costs. Users are also 
rewarded over time as more users access the product information. Users have a strong 
incentive to submit accurate information, since they can loose future rewards to other 
users that find and correct errors in the information submitted. In addition, other users 
can correct obvious errors from rogue users who enter obviously false data. The 
database is built and maintained by users through an incentive awards program and 
rating system. However, Ng failed to discloses at least determining a score for the 
statistics file by comparing the statistics based on the content type and number of 
the plurality of contributed data elements and the statistics based on inquiries 
previously received from the contributing member and responses previously 
provided to the contributing member to a threshold. 

12. The Mizrahi Prior Art discloses in an exemplary embodiment of the invention, 
the exposure of information to a participant is controlled so that the exposure rate is 
smaller than the maximum that the participant can assimilate. Alternatively or 
additionally, the information in the event is made more effective and/or less effective 
information is not propagated. In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, 
however, new information is given a fair chance at being disseminated between 
participants. For example, new information is exposed to a minimum number of 
participants so that it can be given a meaningful rank, which rank is used as a basis 
for deciding if and how to disseminate the information. The minimum and maximum 
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exposures are typically traded off to achieve an event that is meaningful, has a 
desired feeling of interactivity, yet cognitively acceptable to the participants. In an 
exemplary embodiment of the invention, the feeling of interactivity is determined by 
applying one or more rules that relate exposure statistics to interactivity. 
Alternatively or additionally, the feeling is determined by feedback from participants. 
However, Mizrahi failed to discloses at least determining a score for the statistics file 
by comparing the statistics based on the content type and number of the plurality of 
contributed data elements and the statistics based on inquiries previously received 
from the contributing member and responses previously provided to the contributing 
member to a threshold. 

13. Therefore, the combination Messina, Ng and/ or Mizrahi failed to specifically 
disclose determining a score for the statistics file by comparing the statistics based 
on the content type and number of the plurality of contributed data elements and the 
statistics based on inquiries previously received from the contributing member and 
responses previously provided to the contributing member to a threshold; and 
determining the contributing member's access to the exchange repository to receive 
a content type and number of the stored data elements in the exchange repository 
based, at least in part, on the score. Additionally, one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be motivated to combine a system/method for building intelligent online communities 
(or. Online group interaction) as in Messina/ Mizrahi with a shopping scouts web site for 
rewarding customer referrals on product and price information with rewards scaled by 
the number of shoppers using the information as in Ng, to achieve the claimed subject 
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matter claimed in the instant application since this modification would have destroyed 
the intended purpose of the prior art. Therefore, the claims of the instant application are 
not obvious over Messina in view of Ng and further in view of Mizrahi for the reasons 
given above. Additionally, the combination Messina/ Mizrahi and Ng destroys the intent 
and purpose of use of Messina taken alone and/or in view of Mizrahi and Ng. 
Accordingly, the present claims are distinguishable over Messina in view of Ng and 
further in view of Mizrahi for this reason as well. Thus, the limitations lacking in the prior 
art, in combination with the other limitations clearly claimed for patent, are novel and 
unobvious. 

14. Foreign prior art and NPL search was conducted however no relevant prior art 
was found. 

15. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "comments on 
statement of reasons for allowance". 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mamon Obeid whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1813. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:30 AM- 6:00 PM. 
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17. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mamon Obeid 
Examiner 
Art Unit: 3621 
October 31, 2008 

/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



